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NEWS HEADLINES

< President Mahama Warns Transport Deficit Is Undermining AfCFTA’s Promise: President John Dramani Mahama
emphasized that inadequate roads, disconnected railways, and underdeveloped ports hinder African countries from
fully benefiting from the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). Speaking in Moscow, Mahama argued that tariff
liberalization alone will not boost intra-African trade due to insufficient infrastructure for efficient goods movement.
He highlighted that existing transport systems primarily support export trade rather than intra-continental exchanges,
making it vital to develop regional transport corridors and enhance connectivity. Mahama suggested that Russia could
play a role in mitigating Africa's infrastructure challenges, as the continent requires a model that supports internal
markets rather than colonial trading routes. (Norvanreports)

+ Ghana’s Trade Surplus Climbs 31.54% to $8.80 Billion on Gold Windfall: Ghana's trade surplus reached $8.80 billion in
the first eight months of 2026, driven by a 24.80% rise in exports to $22.39 billion, with gold, cocoa, and crude oil as key
contributors. Gold export earnings increased by 32.90% to $14.86 billion, constituting 66.37% of total exports, though
this was influenced by price hikes rather than volume, which dipped by 7.70%. Cocoa exports also rose by 9.90% to $2.71
billion, supported by higher prices and volumes. Despite these gains, the heavy dependence on primary commodities
like gold poses risks related to export diversification and sustainability amid potential price normalizations.

(Norvanreports)
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